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MISCELLANY. 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION. 


Presented to the Society on Tuesday, the 24th of May, 1825. 


Tne Managers of the American Sunday School Union, in com- 
pliance with the constitution, respectfully submit to the Society, a 
Report of their proceedings during the year. 

The Patrons and Conductors of Sunday schools rest their assu- 
rance of the Divine favour, not only upon the constructive testimo- 
ny of Providence in their behalf, which, up to this day, has been 
unbroken, but upon the surer warrant of inspiration: “ Gather the 
people together, men and women, and children, and thy stranger 
that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they ma 
learn, and fear the Lord your God, and observe to do all the words 
of this law: and that their children which have not known any 
thing, may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as ye 
live.’ In the spirit of this precept, the Board have considered 
themselves as addressed in the fact of their appointment, both by 
you and by Him, to whose service and glory you are devoted, 
and they regard the present occasion as a call from both, for a 
faithful account of the manner in which they have fulfilled the com- 
mission. They are not aware that they misconceive your true de- 
sign, when they state, that while your benevolent purposes chiefly | 
respect the rising generation, they comprehend the best interests 
not of one, but of every class and rank—men and women, and chil- 
dren, and strangers within the gates; within a field of labour, ex- 
tending from Florida to Michigan, and from ocean to ocean. Nor 
can they suppose that you have been unimpressed with the animating 
conception, that among the instruments by which this vast region 


is . be <p with moral verdure and luxuriance, the little nurse- 
ox. II.—xX 
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ries of knowledge and piety under your care, are to hold a promi- 
nent, if not the highest place. 

Having alluded to the extent to which your enterprize proposes 
to exert itself, it is natural on the first anniversary of the American 
Sunday School Union, to advert to the circumstances connected 
with the recent organization of this Institution. The idea of a Na- 
tional Society had for several years engaged the thoughts of the 
friends of Sunday schools in various parts of the country, and after 
correspondence on the subject, and a printed pian had been distri- 
buted for consideration, and the attendance of delegates from va- 
rious and distant societies had been solicited, a meeting was held on 
the 11th of December, 1823, in the city of Philadelphia, when the 
expediency of forming a National Society was determined on; and 
the whole subject referred to the ensuing annual meeting of the 
Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School Union. Accordingly, on the 
the 25th of May, 1824, after the celebration of the Seventh Anni- 
versary of the Sunday and Adult School Union, the constitution 
of the American Sunday School Union was considered and adopted, 
and all the property of the Sunday and Adult School Union, amount- 
ing to upwards of five thousand dollars, was transferred by wnani 
mous vote to the new Institution. 

The infancy of this Society has thus far liberally enjoyed His 
ey protection, whose wisdom and goodness gave it birth. 

Juring the lapse of the year, not a single circumstance has occur- 
red to discourage your most exalted hope, or in the least abate the ar- 
dour of your zeal. ‘The plans which have been projected for the ad- 
vancement of the cause, have, to a great extent, received the prompt 
and efficient approbation of the public; and as far as we have as- 
certained, the voice of the nation is unanimous in your favour. 
Some schools indeed have been hindered by circumstances from 
attaching themselves to the Society ; but for the most part, these 
circumstances they themselves lament: and we think it cannot be 
long before the advantages of a connexion with the American Sun- 
7 School Union will be solicited by every Sabbath school in the 
and. 

One of the first acts of your Board was the establishment of the 
“ American Sunpay Scnoot MaGazine;” a monthly production, 
devoted to the interests of the Society. The patronage of this work 
has not, perhaps, been so extensive as some have expected ; its 
number of subscribers being little more than one thousand ;—but 
expectation in regard to its success, should have been moderated by 
recollecting, that a thoughtful public are not disposed to encourage 
a religious publication, until they have had opportunity to know its 
nature an appreciate its importance; and that the public attention 
had been to a great degree pre-occupied by other periodical works. 

In connexion with this subject, your Board, under deep convic- 
tion that a Sunday School Magazine, properly conducted and sup- 
ported, would exert an influence on the interests of the Society, 
scarcely inferior in usefulness to any other that can be thought of, 
cannot refrain from expressing the hope that there will be ne want 














of encouragement to this undertaking, among the friends of Sabbath 
schools. As a vehicle of intelligence, of counsel, and of per- 
suasion ;—as a bee! of useful and able discussions of subjects 
connected with Sunday school operations ;—as affording oppor- 
tunities to distant friends of the common cause, who are never to 
see each other in the flesh, for a hisPr. plans, mine views, 
and holding affectionate conference ;—and as a witness to all whose 
eye it perchance may meet, of what the Christian world is doing by 
means of Sabbath schools;s—what advantage it may yield by ce- 
menting union, by increasing moral and physical strength,—it 
were impossible either to calculate or imagine. It can be easily 
conceived, however, that a number of our humble Magazine, falling 
into the hand of some benevolent Christian, living among a commu- 
nity of scoffers and Sabbath breakers, in some unevangelized region 
of our country, may speak to his heart with such energy and effect, 
that shaking off his spiritual apathy, he shall begin to exert himself 
in our way of doing good ; and Sabbath schools, ere the unchristian 
people are aware, shall begin to banish infidelity out of the place, 
and spread the loveliness of evangelical principle and purity over the 
face of the Society. In short, so strong is the conviction of your 
Board of the importance of this work, that they cannot but recom- 
mend it to the hocietys most unequivocal and unrestrained en- 
couragement. 

It has been but a little more than three months since your Board 
began to issue another monthly publication called the “ Tracuer’s 
OFFERING,” specially diteeed for Sabbath scholars; and they 
have the pleasure to state, that there are already, more than two 
thousand subscribers to this little work, and that the numbers are 
augmenting daily and rapidly. The merits and usefulness of this 
Magazine, they are intent to promote to the uttermost, confidently 
expecting, that it will become a very efficient support to the cause 
of Sabbath schools ; and be extensively beneficial also, in circles of 
childhood and youth, not included within our peculiar sphere of 


labour. Besides these periodical works the Board have published 
during the year— 


42,500 Reward Books, 
51,000 Tracts, 
10,000 Decalogue, 
500 Minute Books, 
4,000 Catechisms, 
10,000 Christian Almanack, 
10,000 Spelling Books, 
726,000 ‘Tickets, 
25,000 Hymn Books, 
1,000 Plan of Proceeding, 
2,000 Hymns in Sheets, 
650 Receiving Books, 
11,000 Alphabetical Cards, 
5,900 Seventh Annual Report of the Sunday and 
Adult School Union, 
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amounting in all to 1,082,650. In regard to the publications of 
the past year, it may be proper to state ; that the Board at their 
first meeting appointed a Commtrree oF Pusiication consisting 
of five persons of different Christian denominations, and that all the 
works which have been issued from the society’s press, have pass- 
ed under their careful revision. 

The large demand for the Society’s publications has induced the 
Board to adopt the use of stereotype plates, of which they have now 
about one thousand pages. 

Having found their former Depository too small for the aug- 
mented business of the Society, the Board on the Ist of January 
rented the entire house, No. 15 North Fourth street, which for the 
present, affords convenient room for the Depository, the meetings 
of the Managers and the necessary offices. 

To accommodate your auxiliaries with books, your Board have 
established Depositories in the cities of New York, Albany, New 
| Haven and Baltimore. 
+i Further to promote the objects of the Society, your Board have 
ae Ty to those who become life members by the payment of thirty 
an ollars at once; or annual members by the subscription of three 

: dollars, the privilege of purchasing books at the reduced prices, and 

# of receiving the Sunday School Magazine without charge. 

Impressed with the importance of well directed missionary la- 
bours, and the formation ofa separate missionary fund, having from 
ane | the beginning entered into their scheme of operations, your Board 
4 during the year, have had in their employ for different portions of 
time, six missionaries, whose instructions required them to estab- 
lish new Sabbath schools, visit old enes, revive, animate and en- 
courage such as were languishing, organize auxiliary unions, explain 
the objects of the Society, and by all proper means extend its in- 
fluence and usefulness. And in proportion to the money and labour 
expended, no measure has been adopted by your Board with more 
signal success than these missionary appointments. 








e Having thus briefly hinted at the proceedings in which their own 
zi agency has been direct, your Board now pass with a high degree of 
e pleasure to a rapid review of the operations of Sunday schools in 


4 different parts of the United States, especially of the branches of 
~¢ the American Sunday School Union. 
3 And following geographical arrangement, they begin with 


MAINE. 


Here, it is perhaps matter of regret that they have to say, that 
ihe Society has not a single auxiliary. Reports from this state how- 
ever were solicited, and to some extent have been obtained ; and 
from them we learn that in Bluehill, Sabbath schools were estab- 
lished in 1819, and with various success have been continued to 
the present time, there, and in several neighbouring towns ; that in 
Sullivan, there are four schools with 140 scholars and twenty-twe 
teachers ; of whom, nine of the former, and ‘two of the latter, have 
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since their connexion with the schools made a public profession of 
religion ; and that there is the strongest reason to think, that mis- 
sionary labours in this state, under the appointment of your Board, 
would be eminently successful. Ata meeting of the general asso- 
ciation of 








NEW HAMPSHIRE, 


On the 9th of September, 1824, attended by the Rev. Dr. Spring 
of New York, as the representative of your Board, was organize 
the First State Sunday School Union, in this country ; and a com- 
mittee for each of the seven counties of the state, was appointed 
to carry the plan of the state Union into effect. In the state of 


VERMONT 


There are no schools auxiliary to the Union; it is known how- 
ever, that this section of the country is no stranger to the labours 
and advantages of Sunday school instruction. ‘There are schools in 
various parts of the state, and a report informs us, that in 1823 
there were five'in one town of 1526 inhabitants ; and that in one 
of these schools seven teachers had, since their connexign with it, 
publickly professed religion. Your Board have a missionary now 
labouringin this state, and expect the happiest results from his ex- 
ertions in their service. In 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


The society have one auxiliary in the town of Salem, consisting 
of six schools, one hundred twenty-eight teachers, and six hundred 
and thirty scholars. In Newburyport, Sabbath schools were es- 
tablished in 1817, and now contain seven hundred and eighty 
scholars, under the care of ninety-six teachers. ‘The interesting 
report which relates these facts, informs us that in the neighbour- 
ing towns also, Sabbath schools are in vigorous and successful 
operation. A report from Boston states that there are in that city, 
twenty-three schools, containing twenty-one hundred scholars, 
under the care of three hundred teachers ; of whom fifty two have 
joined the church, and seven are preachers of the gospel, one of 
them a missionary at the Sandwich Islands. Of the scholars four- 
teen have professed religion within the last three months, and two 
are in a course of preparation for the holy office. ‘Though but few 
schools in Matsachusstte have hitherto been connected with this 
Society, yet your Board have the pleasure to say, that a meeting 
was appointed to be held in Boston at this very hour, for the pur- 
pose of forming an auxiliary state Union. 


RHODE ISLAND 


Contains a considerable number of schools, but there are none in 
connexion with this Society except four in the town of Providence, 
containing six hundred twenty-one scholars. “The Providence 
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Sabbath School Union,” have taken measures for increasing the 
number of schools in that state ; and in the month of November 
last six schools were established by the minister of Warwick, in 
that place and its vicinity; containing upwards of five hundred 
scholars: and we have reason to expect the speedy formation of an 
auxiliary State Union in Rhode Island. In 


CONNECTICUT, 


During the year, a Sunday School Union, embracing the whole 
state, has been organized, and forms the second state union in 
connexion with this Society. It already numbers thirty auxilia- 
ries, and promises to become a very important and efficient sup- 

rter of your cause. A report from this society, and the auxiliary 
at Norwich, will find a place in the appendix. In the state of 


NEW-YORK, 


Ten societies have become auxiliary to the American Sunday 
School Union; of which the most important, whether we regard 
their location or their magnitude, are two, in the city of New-York, 
the “ Female Union Society for the Promotion of Sabbath Schools,” 
embracing thirty-eight schools, with five hundred and twenty-eight 
teachers, and three thousand and fifty-two scholars; and the “ Sun- 
day School Union Society,” which reports fifty-eight schools, six 
hundred and sixteen conductors, and four thousand, four hundred, 
and thirty scholars. Among other expressions of their approbation 
of your Society, each of these auxiliaries paid fifty dollars into your 
treasury at joining the Union. The other eight auxiliaries in this 
state, are “ Guilford Sabbath School Association,” “Painted Post 
Female Sabbath School,’ “Columbia and Green County Sunday 
School Union,” “ Albany Union Sunday School Society,” “Geneva 
Sabbath School Union,” “Oneida County Sabbath, School Union,”’ 
“ Washingtonville Sabbath School,” and “ Newburgh Sabbath School 
Society.” The ten auxiliaries have under their care one hundred 
and seventy schools, embracing eighteen hundred and eighty-seven 
teachers, and twelve thousand seven hundred and eighty-six scho- 
lars. In an account of a revival of religion in this state, it is said 
that of thirty-five persons hopefully converted, twenty-seven be- 
longed to the Sabbath schools of the place; and that of one hundred 
who joined the church in the course of the year, ninety-eight had 
enjoyed the benefit of Sabbath school instruction. There are in 


NEW-JERSEY 


Forty-six auxiliaries, thirty of which report one hundred schools, one 
thousand and seventy-two teachers, and eight thousand and fourteen 
scholars. From Somerville we learn, that about one hundred young 
persons have been united to the church, who were either as teach- 
ers or scholars connected with the Sabbath schools of the congre- 
gation ; and we are convinced, adds the report, that the knowledge 
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imparted in these schools was a great means in the hands of the Lord, 
of enlightening society generally, and preparing the way for the 
creat revival of 1822, when upwards of two-hundred persons were 
added to the church. And of a single school in Newark, it is said, 
that within the last six months, twenty-five teachers and twenty 
scholars have become hopefully pious. From 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Which numbers one hundred and seventy auxiliaries, the reports 
of one hundred and eleven give account of two hundred and eighty- 
nine schools, two thousand five hundred and seventy-five teachers, 
and twenty thousand two hundred and thirty-five scholars. In the 
city of Philadelphia there are eight thousand four hundred and fifty- 
three scholars, of whom seven-thousand four hundred and ninety-nine 
belong to this Society. The total number of schools in this state un- 
der your care is three hundred and ninety-seven, containing three 
thousand seven hundred and forty-two teachers, and twenty-eight 
thousand two hundred and twenty-eight scholars. ‘The state of 


DELAW ARE 


Reports thirteen auxiliaries, embracing twenty-seven schools, 
one hundred and eighty-nine teachers, and one thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-six scholars. Sunday schools in this state, by 
— provision, receive twenty cents a year for each white 
scholar. 


MARYLAND 


Contains fourteen auxiliaries, including forty-one schools, five 

hundred and ninety-one teachers, and three thousand and ninety- 
six scholars. There are many flourishing Sunday schools in Ma- 
ryland, not connected with the American Sunday School Union. 
We rejoice in their pevepens and hope the day is not distant, 
— they will all have the advantages of membership in your 
ody. 


VIRGINIA 


Has twenty-four auxiliaries, embracing forty-five schools, four 
hundred and seventy-six teachers, and three thousand four hundred 
and seventy-six scholars. Your Board have a missionary now la- 
bouring in this state, which presents a wide and interesting field for 
Sunday school exertions. In 


NORTH CAROLINA 


You have nine auxiliaries, thirty-seven schools, two hundred and 


eighty-nine teachers, two thousand two hundred and ninety-two 
scholars : in , 
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SOUTH CAROLINA, 


Four auxiliaries, with twenty-one schools, one hundred and eighty- 
nine teachers, and one thousand three hundred and eleven scholars : 
and in 


GEORGIA, 


Franklin county, one auxiliary, containing fourteen schools, one 
hundred and twenty-four teachers, and eight hundred and eleven 
scholars. By a report from the “Savannah Sabbath School Teach- 
er’s Society,” not yet an auxiliary, your Board are informed that 
they have one school of eighteen teachers, and one hundred and 
seventy scholars, and that measures have been taken to form a 
“ Georgia Sunday School Union,” to be auxiliary to this Society. 


ALABAMA 


Has one auxiliary at Huntsville, from which no report has been 
received. We have been informed, that there are Sunday schools 
at Mobile, and in various parts of the state. In 


MISSISSIPPI 


There are two auxiliaries, containing three schools, twenty-four 
teachers, and one hundred and sixty-three scholars. In a school at 
Natches, of fourteen teachers, seven have become hopefully pious 
during the last year. Your auxiliary at the Chickasaw station has 
two schools containing sixty-three scholars, in successful operation, 
and the establishment of others is contemplated. 


LOUISIANA 


Has no auxiliary, but some schools; of which the information of 
your Board is too vague to present a definite account. In 


TENNESSEE 


There are two auxiliaries, three schools, thirty-six teachers, and 
two hundred and eighty-one scholars :—schools have been establish- 
ed at Greeneville College, Poplar Creek, Jonesborough, and many 
other places ; but we hive no definite information except from 
Knoxville, where a school was commenced in 1817, which is now 
confined to coloured persons, and taught by them. Reports from 


KENTUCKY 
Inform us, that there are many schools in that state; but there 
are only four auxiliaries, embracing six hundred and forty-one 


scholars, and seventy-seven teachers. We are gratified to learn 


that there is a prospect of the speedy formation of a State Union in 
kentucky. 
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OHIO 


Contains five auxiliaries, four of which report fifteen schools, two 
hundred and eight teachers, and one thousand four hundred and 
forty scholars; from the Sunday School Union of the “ Western 
Reserve,” recently instituted, no report has been received. It de- 
serves distinct mention, that the auxiliary in Cincinnati, a town of 
15,000 inhabitants, embraces eight schools and nine hundred scho- 
lars. Your Board have a missionary now labouring in this state, 
who has recently established seven unions to be enrolled on the list 
of your auxiliaries. 


INDIANA 


Has one auxiliary of one hundred and thirty-four scholars and 
eighteen teachers. The general Sunday School Union for 


MISSOURI AND ILLINOIS, 


Was organized at St. Louis on the 6th of March, 1825, chiefly by 
the instrumentality of a gentleman, now one of your missionaries. 
This Union embraces fifty-six schools, one hundred and eighty- 
eight teazhers, and one thousand five hundred and sixty-seven 
scholars. ‘These, and indeed all the western states, present a ver 

encouraging field of labour; and it is most earnestly to be aelioul, 
that the rapidly increasing population in this fertile and extensive 
part of our country should share as largely as possible the advan- 
tages of the Sunday school system. Thus terminates a sketch of your 
operations in the twenty-four United States. In our newly acquired 


TERRITORY OF FLORIDA, 


At St. Augustine, a school was commenced in 1825, and measures 
have been taken to form an auxiliary Union. The 


TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN 


Has one auxiliary of eighteen teachers and one hundred and forty- 
three scholars ; and from the active zeal of its patrons we have rea- 
son to expect a large increase. ‘There are in the 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Three auxiliaries, embracing twenty-six schools, four hundred and 
thirty-seven teachers, and two thousand six hundred and five scho- 
lars. 


On the whole, according to the information received by your 
Board, at the time of preparing this report, there are in connexion 
with this Society three ae and twenty-one auxiliaries, one 
thousand one hundred and jifty schools, eleven thousand two hun- 
dred and ninety-five teachers, and eighty-two thousand six hundred 
and ninety-seven scholars. The whole amount of teachers and 
scholars who have become hopefully pious during the year has not 
been ascertained; many of the reports having omitted to give the 
numbers ; but we have authority to announce more than two thousand 
of the former, and more than one thousand of the latter, as havin 


— - church since their connexion with the Sunday schools. 
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Of Sunday scholars not connected with the American Sunday Schoo! 
Union, there are in our country, according to the best estimate we 
have been able to form, about forty-five thousand, which added to 
the pee i a thousand under your care, make the total amount 
one hundred and twenty-seven thousand Sunday scholars in the 
United States of America. 

Passing beyond the boundary of the United States into 


BRITISH AMERICA, 


We are still gratified to find Sunday schools in successful operation. 
Montreal is the seat of a Sunday School Union, which proposes to 
extend its influence over both the Canadas, and there are alread 

four thousand scholars ; chietly belonging to this establishment. In 
the province of Nova Scotia, there is a Sunday School Union ot 
four hundred and fifty-eight scholars ;—and the schools of New- 


foundland number not less than eight hundred and fifty-eight: be- 


sides which, there are in British America other schools, containing 
together with those which have been mentioned about seven thou- 
sand scholars. Proceeding with our survey to the 


WEST-INDIA ISLANDS, 


Your Board have the pleasure to announce, that through the agency 
of a friend who visited Hayti, Sunday schools have been founded at 
several places in that island, and furnished with books from your 
depository : that in twenty-four of the islands there are six thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-three scholars, and that the whole num- 
ber of scholars in the West Indies is not less than nine thousand. In 


SOUTH AMERICA, 


At Buenos Ayres, a Sunday school which has been in operation 
since March last, has been supplied with books from your Deposi- 
tory. Time must disclose the pood which shall result from this 
small beginning, in this vast and populous country; which perhaps 
as much as any part of the globe, invites the labours of Sabbath 
schools. In 

EUROPE, 


Excepting Great Britain and Ireland, there are in a population of 
one hundred and eighty millions, not more than ten thousand Sun- 
day scholars. But the exception here mentioned, relieves, in some 
degree, the darkness of the scene: for in these islands, justly styled 
“the land of Sunday schools,” there are seven thousand five hun- 
dred and thirty-seven schools, seventy-four thousand six hundred 
and fourteen teachers, and eight hundred and twelve thousand 
three hundred and five scholars. In 


ASIA, 
The missionaries have founded numerous schools of a religious 
character, but not strictly embraced in our system. There are, ioe 
ever, many Sunday schools in this continent and its isles, estimated 
as containing not less than fifteen thousand scholars. In 
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AFRICA, 


There are Sunday schools at Liberia, Sierra Leone, Capetown and 
the vicinity, and ‘in the adjacent islands, all containing about three 
thousand scholars: Besides which there are many others, not strict- 
ly Sunday schools, connected with the several missions. In 


AUSTRALASIA 


‘There are at New South Wales, and Van Dieman’s Land, several 
Sunday schools supposed to contain about one thousand scholars: 
and in 
POLYNESIA, 

With which we conclude this statistical view, the Sunday schools 
established by the missionaries in the Society and Sandwich Islands, 
include not less than one thousand five hundred scholars, and are 
in a prosperous condition. 


The number of Sunday scholars therefore on whom your system 
is at this moment exerting a direct influence, may be safely estima- 
ted at more than one million. 


Animating as it is to contemplate the growing number and 
zeal of the friends of Sabbath schools, yet as they depend for suc- 
cess on the blessing of God, it is a fact entitled to thankful recogni- 
tion, that there is an agreement among Sabbath school teachers in 
different parts of the country, to meet on the second Monday even- 
ing of each month, for the purpose of united prayer to the Father of 
mercies, in behalf of Sunday schools throughout the world. Let this 
CONCERT become general, and the period will not fail to arrive, 
when instead of one million, there will be more than one hundred 
millions in training for heaven, by means of Sabbath schools. 

Among our motives to increased diligence, is the recollection, 
that during the year, not a few of the ardent and devoted friends of 
our cause, have ceased from their labours and their prayers, by rea- 
son of death. Of the number, your Board cannot refrain from the 
reverential mention of one, than whom perhaps there survive few 
superiors in zeal and usefulness. The memory of Beruune deserves 
to be embalmed in the best affections of our hearts: a Christian 
whose life and whose death were such as became the gospel, and 
whose early and unremitted exertions in behalf of Sunday schools, 
now that they are ended, call for our devout lamentations, and teach 
us at once our dependence on God, and our obligation to abound 
yet more and more in these labours of love. 

To this report, which from its necessary brevity, gives but an in- 
adequate view of the operations of the year, your Board have sub- 
joined an appendix containing with other matters, the details out of 
which these summary statements have been formed.— 

In conclusion, may your Board be permitted to remark, as the 
lesson chiefly impressed by the foregoing review, that whatever 
Sunday schools may have already achieved, their work is but little 
more than just begun ?—If there be nine hundred millions of men, 
and if but one out of nine, fal! within their province, their remains 
to be possessed by them, of the moral desert of the world, one hun- 
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dred times more than that which they have already cultivated. In 
the United States of America, instead of 100,000, there should be 
at the lowest calculation more than 1,000,000, now receiving instruc- 
tion in Sabbath schools. But our population doubles itself in 25 
years, and “if no change takes place in the course of nature, our 
country will contain, before the children of some now living will 
die, two hundred millions of inhabitants.”* How rapidly must 
Sabbath schools multiply, in order just to maintain the proportion 
now existing between what is, and what ought to be done >? When 
there shall be 200,000,000, of inhabitants in this country, there 
must be two millions of Sunday scholars, or the proportion will 
sink: and no feeble efforts must be made, to increase our present 
number twenty fold in about 100 years. But if instead of 100,000, 
there should now be at least ten times that number, there ought, 
then, to be, instead of two, twenty millions of Sunday scholars. 
And were it only for the spiritual benefit of these twenty millions, 
that the American Sunday School Union began its labours, the im- 
portance of that institution were unmeasurably great. But the advan- 
tages of the Sabbath school system, are but partially considered by 
tttose who confine their view to the benefit which it imparts in the 
school room. While it there blesses both the teachers and the taught, 
it makes them blessings to the world ;—and, of those who would other- 
wise have signalized themselves in the ranks of impiety and crime, 
the Sunday school has been the avenue, not only to worldly respecta- 
bility and comfort, but to the communion table and the pulpit—to 
the bar and the hall of legislation. Enjoying decisively the high 
patronage of God, it has pages claims to the countenance and 
co-operation of men; and its claims begin to be extensively ac- 
knowledged. Among the benevolent institutions of this interesting 
age, Sunday schools are admitted to an honourable rank, and their 
cause is eloquently pleaded by patriots, philanthropists, statesmen, 
and ministers of religion. But they more successfully plead their 
own cause. ‘Their usefulness is ascertained by their Suits, They 
have restrained and banished immorality: they have introduced 
order and happiness into families, where discord and vice once 
reigned ;: of thousands they have instrumentally effected the eternal 
salvation :—upon them the influences of the Holy Spirit have de- 
scended, and are resting at this moment with power and great 
glory :—they are laying obligations on generations to be born: and 
are contributing in no imperceptible degree to the bringing to pass 
that promised day, “ when they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, know the Lord ; for 
they shall know me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, 
saith the Lord.”’ Wuerrerore, BELOVED BRETHREN, LET US BE 
STEADFAST, IMMOVEABLE, ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF THE 
LORD, FORASMUCH AS WE KNOW THAT OUR LABOUR IS NOT IN VAIN IN 


THE LORD, 

















* Dr, Rice’s sermon, “Charity at Home.” 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 














a 
: DR. Hugh De Haven, jun. Treasurer, in account with the CR. 
a American Sunday School Union. 
3 1824—May 20. 
be To Balance, . . . - « § 590 52 || By Cash. Paper, . « & 258% 
: Cash. Amount of sales, 5563 93 Do. Printing, . . . 2444 65 
+ Do. Admission fees of 903 00 Do. Binding, . . . 710 83 
. S. S. Societies, Do. Stitching, . . 279 35 
| Do. N. ¥.S8.S.Un. Soc. 50 00 Do. Engravings, . .« 33 00 
3 Do. Annual subscriptions, 126 00 Do. Stereotype Plates, 448 42 
Do. Life subscriptions, 544 62 Do. Wilder & Camp- 
Do. Donations,. . . 103 50 bell for rane ( 100 00 
Do. Sun. Sc. Magazine, 929 54 fer of subscrip. 
Do. Teacher’s Offering, 341 87 of N. Y. Mag.) 
Vo. Loan obtained 2 1400 00 Do. Ed. of Magazine, 719 98 
from J. Farr, § Do. Alexander Hen-) 
ry, Esq. in full | | 
bes Aine "| "4 mw 
year 1821, 
é ' Do J.Farron aoa oi 
a. loan of $1400 400 00 
: of last year, 
! Do. Books & station- 
es ary for sale, 100 00 
a Do. Sundries, . 88 18 
2 | Do. Incidental Ex- ? 513 3] 
: penses wise nih: 
ne Do. Interest, . . 17 33 
4 i 81 25 
‘, | Do. Insurance, . ., 16 67 
Do. Agent,. .. 625 00 
Do. Balance in hands 2 693 oF 
| of Treasurer, § ~~” ~‘ 
| pune 
$9852 98 | GI8B52 98 





Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, May 20th, 1825, $623 27. 


The treasurer states that there is due a loan of One Thousand Dollars to 
Mr. John Farr, obtained at an interest of five per cent. per annum, 


We certify, that we have examined and compared the above 
account with the vouchers, and find it correct, and that there 
is a balance of six hundred and twenty-three dollars and twen- 
ty-seven cents in the hands of the treasurer, due to the Society. 


JOSEPH L. INGLIS, ) ,._ .,,. 
WILLIAM A. BUDD, } Committee. 


Philadelphia, May 21, 1825. 











vik 


ps 3 % z pi heel 


ies eta ee ee 
os ~  RgG  — tn ae —pemaete 


A My wae 


Se ea 1g ge ateaye Se a og ae ae ea 
ts Gar, SES ia pe a sh a ee eee ae ae 
s 7 


oe 


eee Raley 8 cae a ee ee 


Re eT se ets 


i ae 











174 MISCELLANY, JUNE, 
——— 
DR. Hugh De Haven, Jun. in account with the Missionary CR. 
Fund. 
1823. 1823. 


July 17. To Cash from Sav- 
ing Bank, $100 00 

Summerville Sun- 
day S. Society, 


Noy. 15. 
5 00 
1824. 

June 14. From Saving Bank, 145 00 
1825. Interest from Do. 9 59 


June 6. By Cash A. Henry Esq. 


for Mr. Alden, $25 00 
July 5. Mr. Remly, . 50 00 
July 18. R. Piggot, 35 00 
1824. 
March 18. Rev. T. Alden, 20 00 
May 18. Do. 40 00 


15 00 


May 19. A. Claxton, . 


March 19. For Wagon sold, 38 00 — 
June 4. Rev. T. Alden, for 


Jan. 14. Monthly Concert, 5 56 














Nov. Do. Do. 3 67 carriage on box, 7 48 
Feb. 14. Do. Do. 8 941| Feb. 8. Jackson’s bill, 26 00 
March 14. Do. Do. 10 00 |) April 14. Rey. T. Alden, 50 00 
April ll. Do. Do. 7 00 
$268 48 
$330 76 








Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, May 20, 1825, $62 28. 


We have examined the above account and find it correct, and 
that there is a balance of sixty-two dollars twenty-eight cents, in 
the hands of Hugh De Haven, Jun. due the Missionary Fund. 


JOSEPH L. INGLIS, 2 oy 
WILLIAM A. BUDD, ‘ — 
Philadelphia, May 21, 1825. 


FIRST ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The first anniversary of this Institution was celebrated last 
evening in the First Presbyterian church, Washington Square. 
The chair was taken by the President of the Society, ALEXANDER 
Henry, Esq. at a little past 7 o’clock, and the exercises were intro- 
duced with singing a part of the 72d hymn of the Union Hymn 
Book, and prayer by the Rev. Josnua T. Russe, of the Presby- 
terian church, Newark, N. J. The Annual Report of the Board of 
Managers was read by the Rev. Grecory T. Breve t, of the Epis- 
copal church, Philadelphia. After the report was concluded, 


On the motion of the Rev. J. S. Curisrmas, of the Presbyterian 
church, Montreal, L. C. seconded by the Rev. James Kuyte, of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, St. Louis, Missouri, 
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Resolved, That the report just read be accepted and adopted, and 
published under the direction of the Board of Managers. 


On motion of Perer Hawes, Esq. Vice President, of the city of 
New York, seconded by the Rev. Wixuiam Sraucuroy, D. D. of the 
Baptist church, President of Columbian College, Washington city, 


Resolved, That the experience of the past year, as exhibited in 
the report, furnishes the most gratifying evidence of the advantages 
of the National Institution, which, by concentrating the exertions 
of every district of our country, diffuses most happily the salutary 
influence of Sunday school instruction. 


On motion of the Rev. Mr. Horvicu, of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, of Philadelphia, seconded by the Rev. Wowarn Matco.m, 
of the Baptist church, of Hudson, New York, 


Resolved, That the Society contemplate with high satisfaction, the 
increasing interest manifested by the ministers of the Gospel in the 
prosperity of Sunday schools. 


On motion of the Rev. Joun Brecxenrince, of the Presbyteri- 
an church, of Lexington, Kentucky, seconded by Mr. Timorny D. 
Wi.iams, Vice President, of New Haven, Connecticut, 


Resolved, That the objects of this Society are alike interesting to 
the Christian and the Patriot, the permanency of our religious and 
civil institutions being inseparably connected with the character of 
the rising generation. 


With the exception of the Rev. Mr. Keyte, who had just arrived 
in the city as a delegate from the “General Sunday School Union 
of Missouri and Illinois,” and Mr. Williams, the delegate from the 
Connecticut auxiliary Union, who, offered but a few remarks, each 
of the gentlemen who moved and seconded the resolutions, address- 
ed the meeting. 


At the conclusion of the addresses, the Rev. Mr. Bedell, read the 
following ope, written for the occasion by Mr. W. B. Tappan, of this 
city, which was sung by the choir, and after the benediction was 
pronounced by the Rev. Matthew Brown, D. D. President of Jet- 
ferson College, Pa. the Society proceeded to the election of twelve 


managers to fill the places of those whose term of service had 
expired. 
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ODE, 
SUNG AT THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
May 24, 1825. 


‘The angel ranks that gird the throne 
Of Majesty, stand not alone ; 

To mortals disenthrall’d, *tis given 
To join the choral hymn of heaven. 
Hark ! even now, a richer strain 
Comes floating o’er th’ eternal plain ; 
To infant choirs those harps belong, 
And children’s voices swell that song. 








Gabriel ne’er touch’d a sweeter string, 

His legions listen as they sing ; 

© whence those cherub minstrels,—say,-—— 
Clad in Immanuel’s bright array ? 

In scenes where thoughtless worldlings dwell, 
Their lot was cast, whose lyres now. swell 
The thrilling melody above, 

Thine be the praise, O God of love! 


‘Tue Sunpay Scuoor! Earth has no name 
Worthier to fill the breath of fame— 

The untold blessings it hath shed 

Shall be reveal’d when worlds have fled. 

© Thou of Beth’lem! once a child, 

Jesus! compassionate and mild, 
Approve thy work—be this the sum 

Of all our toil—* Tuy xincpom come.” 


Every arrangement had been made to accommodate the greatest 
number which the spacious house was capable of containing, and 
vet a very large number were obliged to retire for want of room. 
A platform was erected in front of the pulpit for the accommodation 
of the officers, delegates from auxiliary unions, and gentlemen who 
took part in the exercises—the Rev. Moderator and members of the 
Genera] Assembly, now in session in this city, having been invited 
to attend, occupied the nave of the church, the venerable Pastor 
of the church, and Drs. Brown, and Brownlee, and the Rev. Messrs 
Russell and Bedell, were in the pulpit. Although the exercises con- 
tinued nearly three hours the attention and stillness of the audience 
manifested the deep interest which was felt in the whole proceed- 


, (rs. 
ings. 
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OFFICERS AND MANAGERS OF THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


PRESIDENT. 


ALEXANDER HENRY, Philadelplac, 
Vice-PRESIDENTS. 
‘THOMAS LATIMER, Philadelphia. 
JOSEPH L. INGLIS, Pailadelpihia. 
PETER HAWES, Wew- York City. 
TIMOTHY D. WILLIAMS, Connecticut. 
CHARLES F. MERCER, Virginia. 
JOHN BROWNLEE, South Carolina. 


DAVID L. MORRIL, Wew-Hampshire. 
FREDERICK W. PORTER, Corresponding Secretar: 
ABRAHAM MARTIN, Recording Secretary. 
ItUGH DE HAVEN, jan. Treasurer. 

MANAGERS. 


For one Year.* 


WILLIAM ALEXANDER, JOHN S. HENRY, 
JOHN ANDREWS, E. W. SEELEY, 
WILLIAM A. BUDD, ABEL. VINTON, 
JOHN D. GEORGE, AMBROSE WHITE, 


ANDREW ADGATE, Maryland. 
SAMUEL BAYARD, Vew-Jersey. 
GEORGE W. COB, Georgia. 

FRANCIS S. KEY, District of Columbia. 


For two Years. 


GEORGE B. CLAXTON, JOHN M*MULLIN, 
JOSEPH H. DULLES, JOHN W. PETERS, 
FREDERICK ERRINGER, SAMUEL J. ROBBINS, 
AARON KILLE, WILLIAM H. RICHARDS, 


SAMUEL HUPBARD, .Vassachueetts, 
JAMES HARPER, Kentucky. 

SAMUEL THOMPSON, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
JOSIAH VINTON, jun. Massachusetts. 


For three Years. 


JOHN M. ATWOOD, JOHN B. LONGACRE, 
SOLOMON ALLEN, JOSEPH NAGLEE, 
JOHN FARR, JOHN OWEN, 
ISRAEL KINSMAN, JOHN C. PECHIN, 


T. S. GOODMAN, Ohio. 

GEORGE HUNTINGTON, Rome, \. ¥. 
JAMES H. PECK, Jfissouri. 

THOMAS STOKES, Wew-York City. 


The Managers meet at the Society’s House, No. 13 North Fourth street, 


on the second Tuesday in every month, and at other times on their own ad- 
journment, 


The CommrtrTEe of Puntication meet at the same place every Tuesday 
and Friday evening. 


* , a . . * 
_ * By a provision of the Constitution, the Board of Managers are “ divided 
into three classes, whose term of service shall be one, two, and three years, 
one third of whom shall £0 out of office each year, but may be re-elected.” 
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MR. CHRISTMAS’ ADDRESS. 


The Rev. Gentleman, on moving the first resolution, offered some remarks 
nearly as follows :— 

[am sure, Mr. President, that the intelligence the report communicates, will 
be exhilarating to every man who feels for the welfare of his fellow men. It is 
a report, which I am sure, brings glad tidings to the ears of you all: and 1] 
would have it published, that the impression it has made upon us may be 
reiterated among all the friends of God. In review of the exhibition it has 
given us of the increasing success of the Sunday school cause, I cannot but 
augur the best of things for Zion, your country, and our world. J cannot, but 
many of you can, recollect when that whole class of labour now devoted to the 
religious cultivation of youth was unheard of. Look into the juvenile library 
of twenty years since ; what was there then in the place of your Edgeworths, 
and Sherwoods, and Mores, and Richmonds, and a hundred nameless, but 
valuable friends of youth? Compare the mischievous idleness and Sabbath 
day vagrancy of half a generation since, with the diligence and instruction 
now found within the precincts of innumerable Sunday schools, and then tell 
me, whether I am a false prophet, when, from this source, I augur much good 
to Zion. You have not yet seen the harvest; but the seed is sown—it is 
springing up and maturing as fast as time can ripen it. We do begin to gather 
some of the first fruits already. The man is blind with the love of hoary 
error, who does not see an improvement in society.—And may we not say, 
with all our veneration for our fathers, whose graves we will water with the 
tears of duteous affection, that the present generation are more generally 
submissive to the sway, and actuated by the motives of the Gospel, than the 
preceding ? And may we not, (oh! there is but too much need for it, ) may we 
not hope that the next race of men shall be better yet, and that our children’s 
children shall improve on their example, ’till generation after generation 
rising up to praise the Lord, the earth shall at length be full of his glory ? 

I am persuaded, that Sabbath schools will do a vast deal for the introduc- 
tion of the millennium. Iam the more convinced of it when I look to the 
country where Providence has cast my lot, just on the frontiers of Christen- 
dom, where we have lately succeeded in raising the banner of the gospel 
upon the ramparts of one of the strongest holds of darkness in North America, 
and whence we now look back again to this country for a reinforcement of 
means to enable us to sustain the conflict. In the province of Lower Canada, 
whose population is not much short of half a million, the French population 
of the lower classes, which constitute the great body of the people, I have rea- 
son to think, that not more than one in a hundred is able to read, and of those 
who can, there are thousands who never see the Scriptures their whole lives 
long. It would not be hard to produce illustrations of the ignorance of the 
populace which almost startle the belief of those unacquainted with the facts. 

When I cast my view over their deplorable condition, I perceive there is a 
moral certainty that the present grown up generation of Canadians will go 
down to the grave in their present almost heathenish ignorance of the gospe! 
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of Christ. But then there is hope with the youth ; we can get them into our 
Sunday schools, and we trust that the leaven of the gospel will yet leaven 
the whole lump. We believe we have the instrument which can uproot the 
deep laid foundations of error, however established by the venerableness of 
age, or the sanction of authority. We have got what Archimedes wanted— 
we have found the Aog aov ora, the fulcrum. It is the rising generation. And 
we have the /ever too—it is the truth of God, which shall turn an inverted 
universe back again to its centre. More exertion has been made in Sabbath 
schools in that country, than in any other way: for most that has been done 
we are indebted to a man whose praise should be in all the churches, and 
whose record is on high. I allude to a self-denying missionary, who makes 
the tour of both the Canadas about twice a year, visiting and establishing 
Sunday schools. I mean the Rev. Thaddeus Osgood, whose very name, indi- 
cative of good, should be dear to every good man. I wish his zeal in this 
cause were felt by all of us who bear the same holy commission. Oh! if my 
voice could reach every minister of the gospel, wherever he is found, in the 
populous city, in the peaceful sequestration of the country, on the mountain’s 
side, or in the boundless contiguity of the western wilderness, I would say 
to them, attend to and promote Sabbath school instruction. I would say to 
every loiterer in this vineyard, “ Why stand ye all the day idle ?” 

In the romantic chivalry which haloes the brow of the foreign missionary, 
planting his foot on the blood-consecrated summit of Calvary, or carrying the 
genial light, enkindled from above, along the dark and frozen shores of mis- 
nomered Greenland—in the grandeur of the Bible Society, rolling through 
the wilderness its stream of blessing, fed by the typographical art, which 
accomplishes more wonders than the typical rod of Moses, which struck the 
rock of Horeb ; or in the effectiveness of the tract system, on ten thousand 
wings, bearing the gospel all abroad, we forget the humble--the silent—but 
the no less effectual operation of the Sunday school system. 

The American Sunday School Union, though but a year old, has already 
attained a national stature.. Though young, it is the infant Hercules, which 
can strangle the serpents which an evil power might send for its destruction. 
Though young it is strong—it is strong, because it has the guarantee of Om- 
nipotence on its side. Though the shoot was planted but last year, yet 
springing up beside many waters, it is already spreading its boughs like the 
cedars of Lebanon. It is reaching from your eastern Maine to your southern 
Georgia. It is extending beyond the Alleghany range, and we hope it will 
throw its refreshing shadow across into Canada, and let us pluck its fruit 
from the extremity of the branches; and let this city, where it takes root, 
ever cherish it as one of her noblest institutions. May the neighbouring 
liberal and wealthy Corinth prosper with her American Bible Society! May 
this elegant and enlightened Athens prosper with her American Sunday 
School Union, and may ten thousand grateful children, whom her beneficence 
has fed with the bread of life, rise up to say, “Peace be within thy walls! 
prosperity within thy palaces!” 
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The Rev. Mr. Holdich, on moving the third resolution, addressed the presi- 
dent as follows :— 

This resolution, Sir, holds out to our minds the pleasing idea, that the 
ministers of Jesus Christ are taking more interest, and making greater exer- 
tion than formerly, in behalf of this institution, It is certain that they as the 
Shepherds and Leaders of their flocks, should ever be foremost in every good 
word and work, that they may be examples as well as teachers ; and that thus 
by their own exertions they may inspire with courage and laudable emulation, 
those to whom they are called to minister in sacred things. But it should be 
recollected, that they, of almost all other men, are the most unfavourably 
situated in regard to this work, and particularly that part of it which re- 
lates to visiting the schools on the Sabbath day ; that day on which their at- 
tention must necessarily be otherwise engaged, and their time almost entire- 
ly occupied; especialiy, if, as is the case with many of us, they be called to 
labour in the pulpit three times on that day. From these considerations, we 
ought, perhaps, to make some allowance for men, who, I am persuaded, in 
many instances, feel a greater interest in it than they have opportunity of 
manifesting. But still, if I may be allowed to speak of myself, permit me 
to say, that I cannot for a moment suppose that that exonerates me from 
this; since the performance of one duty can never free us from obligation to 
perform another. It is not our part, whether as Christians or as ministers, to 
try to do a little good and be therewith satisfied; but to endeavour to do all 
we can, to use our utmost influence, and improve every opportunity in every 
possible way, to become iastrumental in God’s hands, in doing good to those 
around us, and in advancing the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, And 
Sir, if this be our only object and desire, I know not in what we can engage, 
with greater and more animating prospect of success, than in this. Let us 
view the subject for a moment; consider the means by which Sabbath schools 
are supported and carried on; their entire freedom from all expense to the 
parents and guardians of the children ; and the disinterestedness, at least as 
far as it relates to the present world, of those, who as officers, managers, and 
teachers, are concerned in them. These are some of the grounds on which 
we may reasonably look for a blessing upon the Institution. But, Sir, its 
nature and direct tendency are such, that it cannot fail of being a blessing in 
some way or other to all those who are either immediately or more remotely 
connected with it. Hence we are constantly witnessing its salutary influence on 
teachers, children, parents, and on the community at large : for as every ge- 
neral body is composed of particulars, so in proportion as the individuals are 
improved in their minds and morals, in the same ratio must the condition of 
the aggregate mass be meliorated, 

I cannot forbear, to offer here another argument in favour of Sabbath 
schools, which t do not recollect having ever met with ; it is the inseparable 
connexion that subsists between their prosperity and the utility of Bible Socie- 
ties. For we should remember, that the very persons for whose benefit the 
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gratuitous distribution of the Scriptures in our country is intended, are such 
as have not the means of furnishing themselves with an education; so that 
in order to render the Bible a blessing to them, we must first teach them to 
read it. Hence the Bible, thus distributed, will fail of one half its utility, un- 
less the poorer classes be taught the art of reading, by which the fountain of 
all divine and useful knowledge becomes accessible to man. 

Under the impression necessarily made on my mind, by a consideration of 
these facts and arguments in favour of the institution of Sabbath schools, I 
must say, that I feel it more than ever to be my duty to do all I can, as 


And while I rejoice to hear that the ministers of the gospel generally mani- 
fest an increasing zeal in this cause, I cannot but add, that I hope the time 
will speedily come, when, through their instrumentality, guided by the 
good providence of our God, there shall be Sabbath schools establish- 
ed in every town, in every village, and in every hamlet of this highly favour- 
ed country; that thus the children may every where be taught to join their 
melodious voices, singing in delightful harmony the praises of our Emanuel, 
while the theme of their song shall be, “ Hosanna to the Son of David! Ho- 
sanna in the highest ; blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 


For the American Sunday School Magazine. 


OBITUARY. 
MRS. JANE E. LLOYD. 


This amiable and interesting young lady rested from her labours 
on the third of May, 1825, at the early age of nineteen. It is 
more than five years since she was made meet to be a partaker of 
the inheritance of the saints in light. As the circumstances at- 
tending her awakening and conversion may afford encouragement 
to Sunday school teachers to persevere in their labours ; and as her 
holy and exemplary life and triumphant death exhibit so much of 
the power and fond iness of the religion of Jesus Christ, it is thought 
a brief notice of her will not be uninteresting to the readers of a 
Sunday School Magazine. 

Some years since, a society was opened in this city on Sabbath 
evening, for the religious improvement of that class of children who, 
(rom pride or prejudice, were not permitted to enjoy the advan- 
tages of Sunday school instruction. At this society Jane at- 
tended. About the latter part of the year 1819, she was awakened 
by divine grace, to see the exceeding sinfulness of her heart. So 
pungent were her convictions, that some of her friends, apprehend- 
ing the loss of reason, endeavoured to remove her sense of guilt by 
a reference to her previous good conduct; and a person, who was 
consulted, exhorted her to pray and read the Bible, and then she 
might hope that in the use of these means, God, in his own time, 
would deliver her. But Jane had been too well instructed by her 
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teachers to derive any consolation from such precepts as these, and 
could find no peace until she had submitted herself to God. 

In April, 1820, she made a public profession of religion, being 
then in the fourteenth year of her age. Benevolence, that distin- 
guishing trait of Christian character, was exhibited in her anxiety 
for the salvation of her relatives and friends. With her young as- 
sociates she perseveringly laboured, and has been known to hang 
upon their necks, and weep over them, and beseech them to be re- 
conciled to God. As her conduct, previously to this time, had been 
marked by levity, and indifference to religion, her sudden change 
produced an unusual seriousness amoug her young acquaintances ; 
and the writer of this has been \aforsbedl that eleven young persons, 
from that society, have since made a public profession of religion ; 
some of wkém date their first serious impressions from this period. 
She established a weekly conference meeting at her home, at which 
about twenty children of her own age attended, which was conduct- 
ed by an aged pious friend. At this meeting she would declare to 
the children around her, with simplicity and meekness, what the 
Lord had done for her soul, and exhort them to become the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

In a letter to one of her relatives, written at the age of fourteen, 
while absent from the city, she thus writes: “My Dear ——— | 
have now a few words to say to you, which, though coming from a 
child, I believe you will not despise. You know how many = 
by your bed side, I have offered up to God, and I trust you believe 
that I still pray for you. You know you are drawing near to the 
— ; your head has become sprinkled with gray, and you do not 
“now but that there may be only one step between you and death. 
{ trust your Bible is your constant companion—with what care did 
{ endeavour to keep it beside you! and I also hope you do not for- 
get prayer. Let me beg of you not to neglect this sacred privilege 
—how dare he think himself a Christian who lives without prayer ? 
Ah, how many are there that neglect, that starve their immortal! 
souls, and devote their whole time to feed and decorate their poor, 
decaying, perishing bodies! Dear let me beg of you to 
search your own heart by the scriptures, and see if it has indeed 
been renewed by divine grace. You know it is no matter how 
much we pray, how much we strive; unless we are born again, we 
never shall see the kingdom of God. ‘To what I have said, my dear 
I hope you will pay attention. God has been very gracious 
indeed unto you; he has given you time and space for repentance 
upon the bed of affliction. The object of this letter is to warn you 
of the danger of being deceived in your hope of going to heaven. 
How many think they are travelling the narrow road, when in fact 
they are on their way to destruction! and we read of some who will 
even go to the very gate of heaven, and say, ‘ Lord, Lord, open un- 
to us;’ to whom it will be replied, ‘Depart from me.’ That the 
Lord may bless this feeble exertion to the everlasting good of your 
immortal soul, is the praver of,” &c. 











i NERS. fii (eo Pls id : 


seiteiabane 
aa 


PO a a a a 


Wane 











Shortly after making a profession of religion, she became a teach- 
erin the Sabbath school of the church with which she was connected, 
and also in the evening society where she was first awakened. Her 
diligence and faithfulness are well remembered by her fellow 
teachers, who can testify to her laborious zeal and indefatigable ex- 
ertions for the spiritual benefit of her class. 

As that Scripture cannot be broken which says, “ they who live 
codly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,” she, at this tende: 
age, had that evidence of fatherly affection, of which all God’s chil- 
dren are partakers. It is unnecessary, and would, perhaps, be im- 
proper, to detail the character of that persecution to which she was 
exposed ; but those who are acquainted with the circumstances will 
ie ier that it was of a kind, and conducted in a manner cal- 
culated to depress and overpower a mind more fortified by age and 
experience than her’s; but she suffered in her reputation, and bore 
the loss of friends without a murmuring word, committing herselt 
to him who judgeth righteously ; and he in his own time brought 
her out of this furnace of affliction, purified and brilliant, so that all 
took knowledge of her that she had been with Jesus. ‘The temper 
of her mind under this severe affliction, may be seen from the fol- 
lowing extract ofa letter to a friend: “ When I reflect upon the 
manner I am now treated by my young associates, it is indeed a 
great trial, but there is one greater still—to be persecuted by one 
who was not mine enemy ; neither was it she that hated me, that did 
magnity herself against me; but it was one, mine equal, my guide 
and my acquaintance: we took sweet counsel together, and walked 
to the house of God in company. It was this one that did rise up 
against me; this is that which produces the rising tear and aching 
heart. Yet my soul shall joy in the Lord, and my spirit shall rejoice 
in God my Saviour. It has been the divine will of him, who, I trust, 
has brought me from darkness to light, early to make me realize 
that it is through much tribulation I must enter the kingdom of hea- 
ven. May I beg an interest in your prayers, that the world may see 
by my example that these trials that beset me on my way, draw me 
nearer to my God.—Cast down, but not forsaken; sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing.” 

She married at an early age, and has left one child, who is too 
young to feel the loss of so exemplary a mother. Her last illness 
was lingering and painful. She was confined to the house for seven 
months, and to her bed two weeks previous to her death. Though 
in the former part of her illness she sometimes laboured under 
doubts and fears as to her acceptance with God, yet she gave to 
others, by her submissiveness, and acquiescence in the divine will, 
convincing evidence of her heavenly birth. But towards the close 
of life, when her heart and her flesh began to fail, she could say, “ I 
will fear no evil, for ruov art with me.”—*« The Lonop is the por- 
tion of mine inheritance."—«I shall be satisfied when I awake 
with thy likeness.” On being asked the state of her mind, she re- 








Tid 
ae | 


—— 
a Ho PS, 
“es ge 


or Snail 
ine ae my 
‘e 5 
thes ape eoe 


a Te TET 


ni - whe es 
Fy 


a 


we igh 
sane” 
* ohn ate ren 


4 We fi oe 
a Sw ee ne eh ed the FE 


184 GLEANINGS. JUNE, 








plied, “ It is comfortable; 1 am willing that Christ shall decide 
whether this sickness be unto death or not; but I think [I would 
rather go.” Can you think with composure of leaving your husbani 
and child? She answered, “ I have long been preparing my mind 
for this separation ; and I can cheerfully leave fe in the hands of 
Christ.” A few days before her departure, when death was rapidly 
approaching, she was asked if she thought she was near her end ? 
“QO yes!” she replied. Then you expect soon to go and be with 
Christ for ever? “ O yes, with my dear Redeemer ! O whata precious 
Saviour he is for poor sinners !’? Observing her husband weep, she 
said, “ Don’t weep, dear, only live near to Christ, and bring up our 
little boy for him.” On the day preceding her death, her strength 
was so exhausted that it was with difficulty she could be kept from 
strangling. It was observed to her, that after a few more struggles 
she would be released. She replied, “ Do you think sor do you 
think so? O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory ? 
QO to depart and be with Christ ! Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.” 
Observing her father-in-law in the room, she exclaimed, “ Father, | 
am almost home !”? She was however relieved at this time, and felt 
disappointed that she had not died. “ Oh,”’ said she, “ I thought | 
was going.” ‘To two of her female friends she said, “ O live near 
to Christ, you will find the value of him when you come to lie ona 
dying bed.” Just before ber death, her husband asked her if she had 
any requests to make which she wished him to fulfil after her de- 
rture. “Yes,” said she, “ the Bible which I earned in the Sab- 
ath Evening Society, give to my son, if he should live, with my bless- 
ing.’ Shortly after she exclaimed, “ Come, Lord Jesus, | am now 
ready ;”” and then fell asleep. 


Philadelphia, May, 1825. 


> 6 Se 


The subject of ministers neglecting to pray for Sabbath schools, 
was mentioned in one of our teachers meetings: a teacher remarked, 
that her little girl said to her on returning from church, when Dr. 
A , preached, “ mother, I observed that the minister prayed to 
day for Sabbath Schools, and I don’t recollect that I ever heard a 
minister pray for them before.” 





Connecticut S. §. U. Report. 
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NEW YORK S. S. UNION SOCIETY. 


One of the most interesting sights 
with which we were ever favoured, 
was yesterday afternoon presented to 
our view on entering Castie Ganrben, 
the place appointed for the celebra- 
tion of the Ninth Anniversary of the 
Sunday School Union. It was about 
half past three o’clock when we went 
in, and at that period many thousand 
ladies and gentlemen were seated on 
the upper seats, the lower part being 
reserved for the scholars, At four 
o’clock it was announced that the 
children had arrived at the bridge, 
and ina few moments, the Rev. Dr. 
Mitnor, President of the Socicty, 
entered, accompanied by the venera- 
ble ex-president, Ricuarp Varick, 
Esq. followed by the clergy, the ge- 
neral committee, and the scholars. 
The officers of the society, and the 
clergy, occupied seats on the portico, 
in front of the saloon. The female 
scholars were seated on the lower 
seats of the gallery, and the males 
were arranged in order in the large 
circle below. Each school was pre- 
ceeded by a banner with the number 
from 1 to 55, and on most were ap- 
propriate mottos; such for example, 
as the following :— 

* Thou art the guide of my youth.” 


* Lovest thou me? Feed my sheep.” 
* Thou from a child hast known the Holy 


Scriptures.” 

“Train up a child in the way he should go.” 

* Union is Strength.” 

After the scholars had all entered 
and were arranged, the Rev. Dr. 
Milnor called the assembly to order, 
and the Rev. Mr. Cox, of this city, 
addressed the Throne of Grace. The 
scholars then sung a hymn, in which 
they were assisted by Messrs. Sage, 
Earl, Allen, Alden, Chester, Sanford 
and others ; after which, the Rev. Mr. 
Cone, of the Baptist Church, deliver- 
ed a short address. The Rev. Gen- 
tleman in looking around the assem- 
bled thousands, justly remarked, that 
he not only required aid from on high, 
but the best attention their situation 
would permit, ifthey desired he should 
be heard by those who were round 
him. He reviewed what had been the 
effects of Sunday school tuition both 
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in England and America, and urged 
upon its friends an increased devo- 
tion to the cause in which they were 
engaged.—He observed that in this 
happy country, where public honours 
were not reserved for titled dignita- 
ries, we had every inducement to in- 
struct the youth, that when we are 
called from the places we now fill, 
some of those that are now training 
in Sabbath schools will succeed. It 
is therefore our duty to use every ex- 
ertion in our power to increase the 
interest already manifested for the 
promotion of Sabbath schools. An- 
other motive, and it is a very strong 
one—-said the speaker, is the religious 
instruction which the scholars receive 
in these schools; they are not only 
fitted to fill useful stations in society, 
but they are directed to the Lamb of 
God. What a field for Christian be- 
nevolence! Look forward to that 
short period, when the vast multitude 
which are now before me, must pass 
down to the silent grave; our heads 
must soon be placed beneath the cold 
clods of the valley; and if those that 
are now looking upon this scene with 
so much apparent satisfaction, wish 
for that important hour to be tranquil, 
let them aid the managers of this ex- 
cellent institution to train up the 
children in the way they should go. 
In conclusion, the speaker then, ina 
most feeling and appropriate manner, 
addressed the superintendents, teach- 
ers, and scholars. The spectacle was 
intensely interesting. 

It was generally believed, that not 
less than fifteen thousand persons 
were present, including between four 
and five thousand children. A gen- 
tleman counted one hundred and fif- 
ty-nine clergymen, many of whom 
were from different parts of the Uni- 
ted States. 

In the evening, the annual meeting 
was held in St. George’s Church. 
Before the appointed hour, the church 
was crowded, After an introductory 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Carzy, from 
the East Indies, the annual report 
was read by Horace Houpes, Esq. 


On concluding the report, Mr. Hol- 
den read a letter from a teacher, 
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which he had just received, commu- 
nicating an account of the death of 
one of his scholars. The circumstan- 
ces attending the child’s illness and 
death were highly interesting, but we 
have only room for a very brief no- 
tice. It appeared, that some months 
ago, four be $s were received into a 
school in this city, the youngest of 
whom was six years of age, and the 
eldest ten years. The boys were all 
rude in their behaviour, and the two 
eldest so very bad, that it became ne- 
to request their parents to 
keep them from the school. The 
younger boys continued and improv- 
ed, both in behaviour and learning. 
The second in age, named George, 
was soon enabled to read the testa- 
ment, and was privileged to take 
books fromthe Library. On one oc- 
casion, he asked to take home a tes- 
tament, and on another Sabbath, he 
solicited a loan of the Bible, saying 
that his parents had neither. It was 
ascertained that he read many passa- 
ges to his parents, and explained 
them as he had been taught.— This 
lad a few weeks since was absent 
from school, and when the teacher 
called at his residence, he found the 
little fellow sick; but on his leaving 
the house the child told him he should 
be able to attend the next Sabbath. 
Before that day arrived the child’s 
ny seme increased, and his strong- 
est desire was to see his teacher——- 
unfortunately he could not be found. 
A neighbour called to see him and 
was invited to pray by the child. The 
child afterwards repeated the Lord’s 
prayer, and explained certain parts of 
it to his parents. The lock-jaw came 
on, and the little sufferer was remov- 
ed to another world. 

After the report was read, address- 
es were delivered by the Rev. Mr. 
Arbuckle, of Blooming-grove, Doctor 
Stearns, and the Rev. Mr. Cox of 
this city, and the Rev, Mr. Colton of 
Batavia, 

Peter Hawes, Esq. then read a let- 
ter from the American Sunday School 
Union, of which he is a vice-presi- 
dent and delegate, from which it ap- 
peared that the number of Sunday 
school scholars in Philadelphia and 
its vicinity, was upwards of 8,000,— 
Com. Advertiser. 


| 








CONNECTICUT SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


The first annual meeting of The 
Connecticut Sunday School Union, was 
holden in Hartford, on Thursday eve- 
ning the fifth of May. Ministers 
and delegates from auxiliaries, and a 
very respectable audience of ladies 
and gentlemen were present. The 
Rev. Joel Hawes, one of the vice- 
presidents of the society, opened thx 
meeting with prayer. 


The Report was read by the secre. 
tary. 

The Rev. Nathaniel Hewitt, of Fair- 
field, proposed that it be accepted 
and forwarded to the Managers of the 
American Sunday School Union, and 
placed at their disposal; which mo- 
tion he followed with a very pertinen: 
and interesting address. 

Mr. Horatio N. Brinsmade, an as- 
sistant in the Deaf and Dumb Assy- 
lum, seconded the motion, and also 
addressed the meeting. 


The Rev. Dr. Beecher, followed 
with an address which was calculated 
to impress the minds of all present, 
with the vast importance and useful- 
ness of Sabbath schools, and close«! 
with prayer. 


The following officers were chose! 
for the year ensuing :— 


President. 
Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, D. D. 


Vice-Presidents. 
Mr. Timothy Dwight, 
Rev. Samuel Merwin, 
Rev. Joel Hawes, 
Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D. 


Secretary. 
T. D. Williams, New-Haven. 


Treasurer, 
Amos Townsend, New-Haven, anc 
36 Managers. 


The Managers of the Connecticut 
Sunday School Union, have appoint- 
ed three Depositories, viz. at the book 
stores of Messrs. Hezekiah Howe, ot 
New-Haven ; Goodwin & Co, of Hart- 
ford; and Russell Hubbard, of Nor- 
wich, at either of which places, aux- 
iliary societies can soon be furnished 
with Sabbath school requisites. 

Rel, Int 
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MASSACHUSETTS SABBATH SCHOOL 
UNION, 


At a meeting of delegates from va- 


rious Sabbath schools, and Sabbath | 


school societies in this commonwealth, 





held according to previous appoint- , 


ment, at the vestry of the Old South | 
Church in Boston, May 24, 1825, for | 
the purpose of considering the expe- | 


diency of forming a Sabbath School 
Union in this state, Dea. James Lo- 
niNG, of Boston, was chosen chairman, 
and Rev. L. F. Dimmick, of Newbury- 
port, was chosen scribe. Prayer was 


then offered by Rev. Mark Tucker, | 


of Northampton. The following per- 
sons were present as delegates :—- 

Boston—Rev. B. B. Wisner, from 
the Sabbath School Committee of the 
Society for the Moral and Religious 
Instruction of the Poor; Dea. James 
Loring, from the Sabbath School of 
the First Baptist Church ; Mr. Lewis 
E.. Caswell, from do. of the Second 
Baptist Church; Rev. Daniel Sharp, 
from do. of the Third do.; Mr. David 
Patton, from the Methodist Sabbath 
School Society. 

Charlestown—Rev. Warren Fay, 
and Mr. E. P. Mackintire, from the 
Sabbath School Society in the First 
Parish. 

Newburyport—Rev. 8. P. Williams, 
Rev. L, F. Dimmick, Mr. Moses Pet- 
tengil, and Mr. James Caldwell, from 
the Sabbath School and Tract Socie- 
ty of that place. 

From the Sabbath school of Worth- 
ampton, Rev. Mark ‘Tucker. 

From do. of Fitchburg, Dr. Abel 
Fox. 

From do. of Waltham, Mr. Abel B. 
Richardson. 

From do. of Newton, (East Par.) 
Mr. William Jackson. 

From the Episcopal Sabbath School 
Society of do. Mr. Amos Lyon. 

From the Sabbath School of the 
Baptist Church in West Boylston, Rev. 
C. C. P. Crosby. 

Rev. Mr. Wisner, as chairman of a 
committee previously appointed, on 
the subject of forming a Sabbath 
School Union in this commonwealth, 
made a statement of the measures 
which the committee had taken, and 
read the correspondence which he 
had held with the secretary of the 


| American Sunday School Union at 


Philadelphia, encouraging the forma- 
tion of a Union in this state. 
Rev. Hervey Wilbur, present as a 


| delegate from the Board of Managers 
|| of the American Union, made some 


statements respecting Sabbath schools 

in various parts of our country, and 

encouraged the proposed Union. 
Wherefore, on motion of Rev. Mr. 


Fay, Resolved unanimously, that we 
| now proceed to form a Massachusetts 











| Sabbath School Union, auxiliary to 


the American Sunday School Union. 

A plan of a Constitution was then 
submitted by the chairman of the 
committee above mentioned, which 
was read article by article, and adopt- 


' ed. 


After the adoption of the constitu- 
tion, several gentlemen who were not 
delegates became members of the 
Society, and the following officers 
were chosen for the ensuing year : 

Hon. Wittram Resgp, of Marble- 
head, President. 

Rev. Thomas Baldwin, D. D. Rev. 
Elijah Hedding, Rev. Warren Fay, 
Vice-Presidents. 

Charles Stoddard, Secretary. 

Stephen Thayer, Treasurer. 

Nathaniel Cobb, Asa Wilbur, Dr. 
Caleb H. Snow, John Gulliver, David 
Patton, J. W. Ingraham, of Boston ; 
William B. Banister, Esq. of Newbu- 
ryport; David S. Whitney, of North- 
ampton; Michael Shepherd, of Salem; 
Rev. Jonathan Going, of Worcester; 
Abel Bliss, of Wilbraham ; and Josiah 
Newell, of Lynn; Managers. 

Rec. & Tel. 





WESTERN DISTRICT, N. ¥. 


A correspondent of the “ Visitant,” 
ublished at Utica, N. Y. writes thus 
rom Rochester, N. Y. 

“Dear Srr,—Sabbath schools in 
this part of the country are rapidly 
growing in interest. They are com- 
manding the attention of enlightened 
citizens generally; and ministers of 
the gospel are beginning to view them 
as the nurseries of the church. The 
benevolent people of this place, in 
their efforts for the spiritual welfare 
of the county, are much encouraged, 
and, thus far, have been highly biess- 
ed. They have been the means of 
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supplying every family in the county 
with a Bible: they have published, 
and distributed to every mother in 
the county, a tract on the duty of 
praying for her children: they now 
want a Sunday school established in 
every school district,—and this will 
probably soon be accomplished: then 
a Minister in every society; and then 
can they pray with more confidence 
for the conversion of every soul. The 
county of Monroe is, in these efforts 
of benevolence, giving to her sister 
counties, an example worthy of imi- 
tation. In Utica, indeed, your schools 
are highly flourishing : but could not 
something more be done for the be- 
nefit of the institution, throughout 
your county? Does not your visiting 
agent need quickening to activity ? 
Much may be done in a little time, by 
efficient exertions. I am anxiously 
looking forward to the time, and have 
the fullest expectation of seeing it 
soon arrive, when Sabbath schools, in 
all this western country, will flourish 
as the garden of the Lord.” 





THE ANNIVERSARY. 


The Anniversary of the Sunday 
School Union has been noticed in 
many of the newspapers, in terms in- 
dicative of deep interest in the pros- 
perity of the institution; and it affords 
us pleasure to observe this increasing 
evidence of its importance and use- 
fulness. Some remarks on this sub- 
ject, in the “ Philadelphia Recorder,” 
from the pen of the Rev. Mr. Bedell, 
are calculated to be highly useful, and 
are worthy the attentive consideration 
of those who officiate, either as com- 
mittees, or as speakers, on similar 
occasions, After noticing the resolu- 
tions, the Editor observes :— 


of the American Sunday School Union, 
when the temptation was strong to go 
to considerable length. The great 
design of all these anniversaries is in 
a measure frustrated when the speak- 
| ers, even in their honest zeal to do 
| justice to their subjects, are found to 
weary the attention of the audience, 
| We can with truth say, and we believe 
| we speak the sentiments of the mass 
of the hearers, that we could have 

listened with pleasure to more, from 
| each of the speakers—but at the same 
time we are glad that they pursued 
‘the course most judicious on such 
occasions. 

Connected with this subject of 
speaking we notice one very great 
improvement, and that is the erecting 
of a stage from which the addresses 
are made, so that the speaker faces 
the whole audience, and gives them 
the opportunity of hearing. It has 
‘la been the practice to place 
the speakers in different parts of the 
Church, in order, we presume, that 
the exercises might appear less for- 
mal. But this most inconvenient me- 
thod never answered the end desired, 
for who ever believed that the rising 
up of a gentleman in a pew to deliver 
his sentiments was a matter in which 
there was no preconcert? It is uni- 
versally understood, and it is right 
that it should be, that all these are 
matters of previous arrangement, and 
_ therefore all efforts to make that ap- 
pear mere accidental, which is abso- 
lutely known to be preconcerted, is 
as foolish as it is absurd, and it was 
owing to this defective arrangement 
that on the late anniversary of the 
Philadelphia Bible Society, the au- 
dience generally lost unquestionably 
the best address which was made on 
the occasion—We mean the address 














* Connected with these resolutions, 


addresses were generally made, and | 


it is to be said, to the praise of the 
p Ser ts that they were not only 
eloquent, but that they exercised what 
in this speaking age may well be 
ranked among the virtues—the virtue 
of brevity—none of the speeches we 
believe exceeding thirteen minutes. | 
This is an exceedingly important | 
matter, and we are glad to see the 


example set on the first anniversary | 


of John Sergeant, Esq.--We have 
made these remarks at length in hopes 
that the judicious arrangements made 
by the committee of the American 
Sunday School Union may be imitated 
on further occasions—and by other 
bodies,” 

To these remarks we would add 
the following hints from the New- 
York Spectator, given at the conclu- 
sion of an account of the anniversa- 

ries held in New-York in the early 
_ part of May. They also are designed 
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principally for the benefit of those 
who may be called upon to speak, 
and make arrangements on these in- 
teresting annual celebrations : 

“Let your speeches be short, and 
to the purpose. When a popular 
speech is to be made, let it not be a 
sermon. Stop when you have done. 
Never occupy the floor more than 
ten, or at farthest fifteen minutes, 
when a dozen speakers have pre- 
ceded, or are to follow you. Let 
each speaker confine himself to one 
view of the question, so that others 
may have a fair chance, and not be 
compelled to walk in a beaten track. 
Use only one quire of paper in writ- 
ing an annual report. Obtain more 
lay speakers for the forum. Provide 
larger rooms for meetings. Hold only 
one important meeting on the same 
evening.” 





SCHOLARS’ curzna fener. 


On Tuesday the 24th ult. agreea- 
bly to previous arrangement, the 
scholars of the Sunday schools con- 
nected with the Second Presbyterian 
Church in this city, and several other 
schools invited to unite with them, 
were assembled by their respective 
teachers at the Second Presbyterian 
Church, corner of Third and Arch 
streets, to celebrate the anniversary 
of the National Society. The number 
of children who attended exceeded 
altogether the expectations of the 
committee of arrangement, and after 
the church was crowded to the extent 
of its capacity, more than 1000 re- 
mained in the street, who were re- 
ceived into the adjoining session-room 
and the Methodist Church in Fourth 
street. No adults were admitted 
within the walls of the church, ex- 
cepting the officers and managers of 
the American Sunday School Union, 
who were specially invited, and who, 
with delegates from auxiliaries, at- 
tended in a body. 

The Rev. Mr. Boyd of the Episco- 
pal Church, commenced the exercises 
by reading a hymn selected and print- 
ed for the occasion. This was sung 
by the children with an effect not 
easily pourtrayed to those who have 
not listened te such a choir mingling 
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their early hosannas to their great 
Creator. We venture to say there 
was not in all that numerous crowd of 
spectators who thronged around this 
interesting congregation, a single in- 
dividual whose heart did not thrill 
with emotions unfelt before. For our 
own part, we readily abandoned our- 
selves to the delightful ideas inspired 
by the occasion, and as the swelling 
notes of praise rose from the infant 
assembly, we forgot for the moment 
that they were the strains of earthly 
minstrels—the children of apostacy 
and ingratitude. 

Rev. Mr. Dagg of the Sansom street 
Baptist Church, then addressed the 
throne of grace, and with much feel- 
ing and emphasis invoked the bless- 
ing of Heaven upon the assembled 
teachers and scholars. Another hymn 
was sung, after which an address was 
delivered by the Rev. Dr. Blackburn, 
of Louisville, Kentucky, equally af- 
fecting and appropriate. The manner 
in which his little auditors hung upon 
his words, as he affectionately beck- 
oned them to the fold of that Saviour 
who is mighty to protect, and merci- 
ful to bless, will not be soon forgotten 
by those who marked their tearful 
eyes, and their absorbed attention to 
the venerable man. There was some- 
thing in the very circumstances and 
associations of the scene, calculated 
to deepen the effect it would natu- 
rally awaken. The two extremes of 
life were met together—the hoary 
locks of age, and the freshness of 
blooming youth—the aged disciple 
just going to his reward, bending 
over those whose career had but 
recently commenced, and alluring 
them in the accents of persuasive 
earnestness to the practice of that 
early piety to which Heaven has pro- 
mised its richest blessings. 

The last hymn was read by Rev. 
Joseph Eastburn, of the Mariners’ 
Church ; accompanied by a few re- 
marks expressive of the emotion ex- 
cited in the mind of this venerable 
servant of Christ, by the scene he 
had witnessed, and the services closed 
with the benediction. 

At the Methodist Church, the chil- 
dren were addressed, and the exer- 
cises conducted by Rev. Messrs. Mal- 
com, Holdich, Osborn, and Lawrence ; 
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and at the Session Room, by Messrs. 
Harned and Grant. 

We have not hitherto accorded 
with those favourable to public exhi- 
bitions of this nature ; and have been 
unwilling to enlist on the side of vir- 
tuous enterprise, the adventitious aids 
of imposing ceremonies; but the ef- 
fect manifestly produced by the scene 
briefly described, proves beyond con- 
troversy, that assemblages of this kind, 
when properly conducted, furnish 
arguments in behalf of Sunday schools 
more direct in their appeal, and more 
powerful in their application, than 
any that can be urged upon the at- 
tention of the public. And perhaps 
it may be safely asserted, in the pre- 
sent instance, that much of that deep 
and absorbed attention evinced by 
the numerous crowds who attended 
the anniversary of the National Union, 
on the evening of that day, had grown 
out of their observation of the prac- 
tical benefits of Sunday schools, as 
recently illustrated by the interesting 
exhibition of the Sunpay Scnoxars, 

A. 


CONNECTICUT SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
From the First Annual Report. 


The Connecticut Sunday School 
Union, auxiliary to the American 
Sunday School Union, was formed in 
October, 1824. As but few months 
have elapsed since its establishment, 
the number of schools in connection 
with it, is not great.—It, however, 
already numbers among its auxiliaries, 
thirty-one schools,(containing six hun- 
dred and fifty teachers, and four thou- 
sand scholars,) which include some 
of the largest in the state ; and there 
is reason to believe, that most, or all 
of those now existing, will unite with 
it, and that ethers will be formed, 
sustaining the same relation, in those 
places which are now destitute of the 
benefits of Sabbath school instruction. 

As Connecticut has for a long pe- 
riod been distinguished for the ge- 
neral diffusion of learning : and as the 
provision for the encouragement of 
common schools is of unexampled 
magnitude, doubts may have arisen in 
the minds of some, with respect to 








the necessity of Sunday schools, in 
this highly favoured state. 

Without entering fully into this 
question, the Managers will only 
1 observe, that Sunday schools assume 
a different character with us, from 
| that, which they sustain in other 
‘countries, and in some parts of our 
own country. The pupils who enter 
our schools, come possessed not 
merely of the rudiments of learning, 
but many of them have all the pro- 
ficiency, which their years and su- 
perior advantages warrant us to ex. 
, pect. ‘To these scholars, however, 
| as well as to those whose progress in 
letters, has been comparatively small, 
the advantages of Sunday schools is 
great and manifest ; and without en. 
tering into an examination of the ne- 
cessity of these institutions among ws, 
the Managers state with great confi- 
dence, and with thankfulness to the 
Author of all good, that their effects 
have been happy. In proof of this, 
we may safely refer to the testimony 
of parents, and of observing men, in 
every place where they have existed. 
In our cities and larger towns, as well 
as in our villages, those persons who 
are most distinguished for their in- 
telligence and piety, gladly avail 
themselves of the advantages present- 
ed by our Sabbath schools. The chil- 
dren of poverty, and we may add, of 
vice, have also participated in their 
benefits. Such children have been 
sought for, and in every proper way 
encouraged. On many a hill of Zion, 
on that sacred day which is dear to 
all Christians, the children of the rich 
and of the poor may be now seen as- 
sembling together, to recite portions 
of the sacred volume, in the temple 
of Him who is the maker of them all. 
| Inthe results of sucha course, some 
| of which will be mentioned in the 
| succeeding part of this report, are 
| found the reasons which induce the 
| friends of good order, and of religion, 
| to watch the progress of Sunday 
_ schools with much solicitude—By all 
| such, the establishment of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union, was wit- 
nessed with great pleasure, as such an 
institution renders it not improbable, 
that throughout our widely extended 
country, the cause of Sunday schools 
will find its advocates and patrons. 
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But it is not merely in the exten- 
sion of Sunday schools, that we can 
trace the benefits of the National In- 
stitution. By means of the General 
Board, and of those which are formed 
in the different states, the benefits of 
different modes of instruction can be 
ascertained; the qualifications of 
teachers increased, suitable books 
prepared, and printed at a compara- 
tively small expense. The parent 
society are now publishing stereotype 
editions of a variety of useful books, 
calculated for teachers and scholars, 
for libraries, and reward books. They 
also publish month/y a Sunday school 
Magazine, from the perusal of which 
every Sabbath school teacher, would 
derive instruction and encouragement, 
The Teacher’s Offering, or Sunday 
Scholar’s Magazine, also published 
monthly, has been valued highly by 
those scholars who have received it, 
as their reward book. 

The Managers highly approve of 
the scheme recently adopted by the 
American Sunday School Union, of 
employing Missionaries in the Sab- 
bath school cause, and have no ques- 
tion that under the guidance and 
blessing ef God, they will be in- 
strumental in organizing, establish- 
ing, and encouraging schools of this 
kind, throughout our country. They 
lament that the illness of the young 
gentleman appointed to labour in this 
state, has hitherto prevented him 
from engaging in this useful employ- 
ment. 

One great advantage which aux- 
iliaries in Connecticut will derive 
from a connexion with the State 
Union, will be the privilege of pur- 
chasing the books at the same prices, 
at which they are furnished by the 
National Society. The Managers 
hope soon to make arrangements for 
the establishment of at least three 
Depositories: viz. at New Haven, 
Hartford, and Norwich,* which will 
afford our auxiliaries facilities for 
supplying themselves with all that is 
requisite for Sabbath schools. 





Moneys received by the Treasurer of 
the American Sunday School Union, 


* These have been established. 








from the 20th of April to the 20th 
of May. 
Initiatory Subscriptions, 
From the following Auxiliary Schools 
and Unions: 
Chestertown, Md. Male & Female $3 


Connelisvilie, Pa. 8. 8. Society, 3 
Franklin Co. Georgia 8.8. Union, 5 
Frederica, Del, Association, 3 
Indiana, Pa. Union, . . 3 
Missouri & Illinois Gen. Union, 3 
Newark, N. J. 3d Pres. Ch. Asso. 5 
Newburg, N. Y. Sabbath school, 5 
Spanish Grove, N. C. society, 5 
Susquehanna, Co. Pa. Union, 5 
Western Reserve, (Ohio,) Union, 5 
Connecticut, Union, [in addition to 

a former payment of $3 initia- 

tory subscription, | . - WL 


MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the contribution of thirty dollars and 
upwards, 


Rev. Greeory T’. Bepect, Rector 
of St. Andrew’s Church, Phila- 
delphia ; by members of his con- 
gregation, - - - $360 
Rev. Benzamin Aten, Rector of 
St. Paul’s Church, Philadel- 
phia ; by teachers of the Sunday 
schools attached to his church, 
Rev. James Mitnor, D. D. Rector 
of St. George’s Church, New- 
York city; by ladies of his 
church, - - - - 30 
Rev. Georce Born, Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Philadelphia, 
N. L. by members of his con- 
gregation, - ; . 30 


<P) 
© 


OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the contribution of thirty dollars and 
uprwards. 


John Brownlee, Vice-President, 
Charleston, S.C. - - $50 

John G. Lowrey, Bellefonte, Pa. 30 

Peter Hawes, Vice-President, V. 


York City, . . . 30 
Alexander Henry, President, 30 
John Farr, ° ‘ : 30 


From Annual Subscribers. 
Thomas Latimer, - ° . 
William J. Paxson, - . . 
Thomas Hart, - : - . 
Mahlon Gillingham, - - - 
Joshua Levis, - - . . 
John A. Brown, 
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Charles Keen, - . . i 
Capt. J. Bunce, Charleston, S. C. 


* ¢ : 7 
=i Joseph G.Auner, - - - 31 T.D. Williams, Vice-President, 
ny James Nevins, - Pte ie Ge New-Haven, Con. Se 
a. Daniel Thatcher, - - : 3 
Mi Isaac Thompson, - A . 3 Donations. 
RE ca eet ee 
eye bain. ° > pet ar c 7 
ft) William A. Budd, - - - 2 || Samuel Erwin, - - - 5 
tal William E. Horner, - - - 3 || J. Reese, - - - - wey 
| George L. Oliver, - - - SHIML - - - = - 5 
| Samuel Bell, - . - - 3 |} Donation from a “Friend,” - 3 
Abel Vinton, - - - - 3 || W. P. Curtis, Wew-Haven, Con. 1 
Matthew Newkirk, - . . 3 , Tae 3 
John Siter, ; ; : : 3 For the Missionary Fund. 
A. H. Clark, - . . - 3 | New-Haven, Con. Collection at the 
A. Symington, . - - $3 Sunday School Concert, - § 
3 ' 
3 





6 
Utica, New-York, do. do. - : 7 
7 


Philadelphia, do. do. (May,) - 


Notices and Acknowledgments. 


In order to present to our readers the annual report entire, and an accoun' 
of the anniversary of the American Sunday School Union, our distant subscri- 
Sf bers will not receive this number of the Magazine quite as early as we de- 
i sired. We regret that no more than two of the addresses delivered at the 
annual meeting could be procured for this number. Three of the others 
may be expected in our next. 


A 

. 

z 

‘ BY 5. The annual report, with the appendix, is in press, and will be published 

Be 4. with as little delay as possible, and sent to the auxiliaries, which have report- 
ed their schools, according to the directions (where practicable) given in 
their reports. 


Communications received will be attended to in our next. 


The Missionary Fund.—We would remind the friends of the Union, that 
ee the Board now have eleven Missionaries, or Agents, employed to promote Sab- 





es ’ bath schools, and that funds are greatly needed to support this important de- 
¥ A partment of their operations, which is entirely dependent upon the aid re- 
es ceived expressly for that object. 

a. We hope the collections taken up at the Sabbath School Concert of Prayer, 
| it in every place, will be devoted to the Missionary fund. We cannot but no- 
=f tice here the example of the teachers at Utica, who, though their own Union 
Age have agents employed, have generously contributed the amount of their col- 
. i lections to aid the general cause. Donations will be thankfully received. 








